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fact that no one man, — however unusual his ability in the art of gov- 
erning men and however inordinate his ambition, — can tear down the 
structure which they reared upon such a solid foundation. 

Pierce P. Furber. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

WHY FRANCE WANTS A SECURE PEACE 

Sir, — As a Frenchman I have been asked by friends why I was 
dissatisfied with the attitude of President Wilson at the Peace Con- 
ference. 

First of all, I must say that I am entitled to speak as a fighting 
man. During the war I was always in a platoon of infantry. I have 
been wounded three times, and badly sick once at the front. 

Besides my own impressions and opinions, I will give those of 
the troopers with whom I lived. They were, like myself, of pure 
French blood and education. The feelings of dissatisfaction I am 
to express are not directed against the American people at large, be- 
cause I have met many Americans meaning well and doing well. I 
know that amongst the people of the business and political world, 
France has good and sincere friends in the United States, but I am 
sorry to observe that these friends of ours are not represented by 
President Wilson. 

It is stated that the majority of Americans do not approve the 
Peace terms. This may be so, but this fact would bring a con- 
tradiction into the lime-light. Democracy has been defined : " The 
government of the people, by the people and for the people." So 
President Wilson, who advocates the rights of democracy against 
autocracy, must represent the American people or not be a democrat. 
In that case, I am forced to conclude : America is against France. If 
that is not true, I must say : America is an autocracy under President 
Wilson. 

France and Belgium were attacked by the Germans who wanted 
to rule over them and over the world. So we didn't make war through 
any imperialistic view, but to defend ourselves. Later on we could have 
made a settlement with Germany, but we didn't want to because the 
fate of civilization was involved in the issue of this war. These facts 
are well known in America. Ambassador Gerard in the Foreword 
of his book, My Four Years in Germany, says : " America was forced 
into the war by the bad principles and deeds of the Germans." Thus 
it will be absolutely unfair to consider Germany as anything else than 
a well-organized society of robbers and criminals who didn't suc- 
ceed in carrying out their scheme. In civilized countries, Justice does 
not make agreements with criminals, but punishes them. Germany 
has to be punished and has to pay for damages of the war. This 
nation (Germany) cannot be destroyed or her people wiped out, but 
it is possible to prevent her being a danger for the world. To obtain 
these results, two things are necessary: 

First, encourage the provincial feelings of her people, and suppress 
the unity of the German government. 

Second, strengthen the neighbors of Germany and make them safe 
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by good military borders, and sufficient reparation of the damages 
sustained by Belgium, Poland and France. 

The Peace Treaty leaves a united Germany which has passed 
from the sentiment of despair she had in November, 1918, to the 
spirit of revenge she expresses now, six months after the Armistice. 
France has not even the borders of 181 5. The Sarre question has 
been settled in such a way that another war may come in fifteen 
years. 

What are our guarantees? The League of Nations — a scrap of 
paper that Germany will cut to pieces at the first opportunity. This 
paper is a moral engagement and will be meaningless if the United 
States and the other nations elect presidents keeping their respective 
countries " out of the war." Some of the points of the League of 
Nations give satisfaction to America, but none is a material guarantee 
for us French and Belgians. 

So, after this treaty, Germany remains unbroken. She has 
means to recover quickly, and while many French soldiers will return 
home to find a torn-down house, a deserted country without shops or 
farms, the German soldier is at home with everything in ante-war 
shape. The first payment of war-indemnity will be a mere trifle, and 
after fifteen years, if Germany does not want to pay, we will have 
to fight another war to get the money rightly due us. 

France and Belgium are in the hole. We, the principal sufferers 
of this war, will have to support the burden of a large army to pro- 
tect an unsafe border. We have to work hard to pay our debts. We 
have eyes to weep for our dead and a basket in which to throw the 
compliments we receive. Thanks to Wilson's policy. 

I wish I could admire this so-called democrat who has the sup- 
port of international bankers and international socialists. This just, 
this good and generous Christian supports the selfish plutocrat, and 
the no less selfish socialist disturber. The lover of peace creates gen- 
eral discontent and prepares new wars. 

The Americans who do not understand our sorrows have only to 
reflect a minute and see what they would feel if they had losses in 
proportion to ours. It would mean for the United States : 
Four millions of deaths. 
Four millions disabled. 
One-third of their industry ruined. 
Miles of lands converted to desert. 
Debts amounting to 60 per cent of their national wealth. 

My claims do not prevent me being optimistic, because I know 
the qualities and resources of the French people. War has caused 
many surprises to the foreign nations. Peace will bring new ones. 

Thanks to God, who has left something in our country, in our 
intelligence and in our hearts ! Can we extend these thanks to all of 
our so-called friends? D. 

New York. 

" LIBERTY " AND THE LEAGUE 

Sir, — In entering the harbor of New York, immigrants from 
Europe see before them a gigantic statue of Liberty, holding aloft the 



